              Oral Presentation Guidelines

1. Introduction Slide

A. Start with a hook (find an authentic idea to make your opening engaging and memorable).
Bring unusual or creative materials to class; invite someone; make a live video call to someone you can speak English with; show a short excerpt from an interview you conducted beforehand; create a short video clip in which you design fictional characters, write dialogue for them, and make them speak; conduct a small experiment; share statistics; begin with a powerful quotation and initiate a brief discussion; make a joke; connect your topic to a current global issue and refer to a relevant news item; perform a theatrical reenactment of a related scene from the literary work; bring costumes or props to class; use the classroom walls; create a staged scene with your classmates in which you are the main character, and so on.
In other words, find creative and original ways to make your introduction striking and engaging.

B. Introduce yourself.

C. Introduce your oral presentation topic.
Explain why you chose this topic and help your audience clearly understand the scope, content, and purpose of your oral presentation question.
Explain the significance of the literary text you are presenting within the framework of postcolonial literature.
Briefly explain why this work should be examined through a postcolonial lens.

D. Provide brief background information about the author.
Discuss the major historical, political, sociological, psychological, and literary events and developments that took place in the country and period in which the work was produced, and explain how these contexts influenced the production of the work.
Also discuss the possible motivations behind the author’s decision to produce this particular work.

E. If you plan to use any theory or theorist throughout your presentation—in order to strengthen your ideas academically and to support the relationship between your argument, your examples, and the text—introduce the relevant theorists and theoretical frameworks you will rely on.

F. Present a clear, specific, and complete thesis statement that includes:
	•	one complete main argument,
	•	two supporting ideas,
	•	and, if applicable, the names of the theories or theorists you will use.
Clearly state and present this thesis to your audience.

⸻

2. Body Paragraph 1

A. Begin with a topic sentence that introduces the first supporting idea mentioned in your thesis statement.

B. Explain the idea stated in the topic sentence by using two examples. 

C. For each example, provide at least one direct or indirect quotation from the text (an indirect quotation must be a paraphrased quotation, not a general summary).

D. Analyze each quotation through literary analysis, and clearly demonstrate how the example relates to your topic sentence, your thesis statement, and your overall argument.

E. End this body paragraph with a conclusive sentence that ties together your examples, quotations, and analyses, explicitly linking them back to the idea expressed in your topic sentence.

⸻

Transition to Body Paragraph 2

Before moving on to Body Paragraph 2, write a transitional sentence.
While presenting, explain this transition orally and clearly signal your shift to the second supporting idea.

⸻

3. Body Paragraph 2

Apply the same structure and requirements used in Body Paragraph 1 to this section:
	•	begin with a topic sentence based on the second supporting idea,
	•	explain it with two examples,
	•	support each example with at least one direct or indirect quotation,
	•	analyze each quotation through close literary analysis,
	•	and conclude the paragraph by linking all elements back to the topic sentence and thesis.

⸻


4. Conclusion Slide

A. Paraphrase your thesis statement effectively and clearly.

B. Briefly summarize all the examples you discussed throughout the presentation and explain why and how they support the argument expressed in your thesis statement.

C. Emphasize that you have successfully proven the argument you put forward.

D. Refer to the author’s intentions in writing the work, specifically those intentions that are relevant to your presentation topic.

E. Explain how your presentation may have been useful to your audience in understanding the literary work within a postcolonial framework.

F. Conclude by offering your audience a new perspective on the topic and contributing to their future studies by recommending relevant books, articles, films, plays, interviews, experiments, theories, or similar materials related to your topic.

⸻

5. References Slide 
(Prepare a separate slide for your reference list.)

A. Indicate the writing style and citation format you used (for example, MLA 6th edition) and include its source.

B. List:
	•	your primary source,
	•	all secondary academic sources you used.

Do not use non-academic sources, and do not include them in your reference list.

⸻


6. Discussion Part

A. Ask the class three questions:
	•	one reading comprehension question,
	•	and two discussion questions.

B. Before the presentation, organize in advance and ensure that your classmates are prepared to ask you three discussion questions.
Try to answer the questions you are asked successfully and clearly.

If you do not know the answer to a question, politely state that you do not know and ask to accept a different question instead, which you should then answer.

⸻

***Additional Recommendations***

· Throughout the presentation, monitor whether your classmates are listening.
Politely warn those who are not paying attention and try to draw their focus back to you and your work.

· Make your presentation engaging, interesting, educational, and enjoyable in order to maintain attention.

· Move around the classroom, use the board, and do not limit yourself to laptop, speaking cards or board usage only.

· Use different materials when appropriate, and distribute materials to the class if necessary to help them follow your presentation more effectively.

· Speak loudly and clearly.

· Be fluent. Do not read directly from the screen or paper. Practice enough to speak fluently before coming to class.

· Do not make the text on your slides too small to read. If necessary, divide a slide into two parts and use clear headings (such as Body 1 – Part 1) to guide your audience.

· Make the presentation interactive, but remember that you are always the main presenter. 

· Use short quotations directly; paraphrase longer quotations and explain them orally.

· You may use music, audio recordings, or videos, but their total duration must not exceed 1.5–2 minutes.

· You may use Kahoot, but you are also encouraged to design your own games and create original activities using materials you prepared yourself.

· If someone arrives late, politely ask them to sit quietly without interrupting the presentation.

· Each presentation is expected to last 8–10 minutes, with an additional 2 minutes allocated for the question-and-answer session.

· If you are not sure that you fully understand the assignment, schedule an appointment and discuss it with me face to face before the presentation.

· Remember that you must confirm ownership of every written and spoken statement in your presentation.
All ideas, quotations, and arguments that do not belong to you must be honestly and clearly acknowledged.

· Quotations and others’ ideas may constitute no more than 20% of your presentation. At least 80% of the ideas presented are expected to belong to the student.

· Please email your presentation immediately before delivery to: gselibol@29mayis.edu.tr 

· All presentations will be checked by relevant programs for plagiarism and artificial intelligence usage.
If it is determined that the presentation does not belong to the student, the student will receive no grade for that presentation, and any previously assigned grade will be invalidated.

· If a presentation cannot be delivered due to documented reasons such as illness or bereavement, the student may present one week later with the instructor’s approval.

· In cases of unexcused absence, the student may still present one week later, but a 15% deduction will be applied, and the presentation will be graded out of 85 instead of 100. 

For your information.
Good luck.
